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This will be fun!     Don't be in a hurry.  Make your design table in a place where you can walk away from it from time to time.   Kids’ attention spans can be short, and this is a process you both want to ENJOY, so TAKE YOUR TIME.    Make yourself a drink, and sit down.   Smile.  Relax.  I have kid-tested these kits, to make them as safe and simple and FUN as possible for you.
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Now open your kit!   Everything you need is in the box.   Save the packing boxes, and re-use them for storing or shipping your creations.   Use the clean (white) newsprint paper included to protect your floor and table from drips.  You can also layer some of the paper between the front and the back of the shirts, to keep the paints from bleeding through (making an inside paper sandwich, with the front and back of the shirts as the bread).   You can pin the bandana to your child's shirt (with the safety pins provided) to improvise an artist's smock (or tie around the neck, and pin the lower corners together.   When you no longer need the smock/bandana, then finish decorating it, for an added bonus.    
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Paints & Brushes - You can mix the paints to make different colors.   You have ten brushes and ten mixing cups, to mix any tint you wish.   You can squeeze the paint directly onto the fabric or into a cup.     We play the "shake game" with the paint tubes before we begin.   (I have cut the brush handles to a shorter length, so the cups won't tip over when you leave the brush in.   Believe me, the shorter handles make it much easier for you and your child.   Also, shorter handles reduce the possibility of eyes getting poked.)   Keep the red brush in the red paint in the red cup.   Ditto with each color, so you don't mix up the colors (unless you want to!)     Check out our Fun Kit Slide Shows on our website at www.NaurensBest.com
WARNING - These dimensional fabric paints are permanent when dry.   You can wash them off before they dry, the sooner the better. Wear your "painty" shirts, so you don't care if you splatter a little on yourselves.   You have plenty of paint, so use it freely.   However, the thicker the paint, the stiffer the shirt will be, so a try for the Goldilocks approach (Not Too Thick, Not Too Thin).  You can squeeze the paints directly from the bottle or brush them on.   The paint will stick to the fabric the best if brushed into the fibers.    Help your child use a variety of brush strokes and squeezing.   
Check out our Fun Kit Slide Shows at www.NaurensBest.com  for more examples of these ideas.   
The thicker the paint strokes, the more light they will catch.  You can vary the texture of the brush strokes and paints.   You have plenty of paint in this kit, so slop it on. That's where the fun is.  Individuality and spontaneity will be what you remember, not that it is a perfect paint-by-the-numbers piece.    Grab a brush yourself, and dab some paint.   It's more fun than you think.
I have pre-washed your shirts & bandanas, so that the paint will stick to the fabric better. Spread the shirt out on the table when you are painting, to help shorter arms reach out and to avoid smearing the paint already on the shirt.  When your creating is done, put your masterpiece somewhere safe from little hands, so that it can dry for 24 hours.    Confirm the paint is totally dry before little hands start poking. Wait 72 hours before you wash the shirt or bag to allow the paint to thoroughly dry.

Use some of the paper (again) to roll up the finished shirts or bags, or use the paper to draw on.
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Designs from Hands and Feet - (Butterflies, Flowers, Birds) - Smear paint (not too thickly and not too thinly) on the palm, fingers and thumb (or the bottom of a foot, including the toes), then press firmly into the fabric. Then lift STRAIGHT up.   Promptly wash off the residual paint from the hand or foot (use the wipes included).    The hand prints can be further decorated to look like flowers or birds (adding stalks & leaves or legs & claws).   Footprints can be made back to back to form the two wings of a butterfly.   You draw in the body elongated oval and antennas.   You can also arrange the hands or feet in a circular pattern, and use them as petals of a flower.   Vary the colors if you wish.   You can paint thumbs, and make lovely little blossoms from a circle of thumbprints.  
Check out www.NaurensBest.com for more examples of some of these ideas.   
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Rainbows - Remember ROYGBIV?   Red-Orange-Yellow-Green-Blue-Indigo-Violet.    You can blend the red and blue to make violet, and make the indigo with blue and violet.   Help your child with the curved lines, so that color bands blend just as much as you both want. 
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Bugs - Put a dab of paint on your child's thumb, and press down and pull up smoothly.    Carefully add the eyes, antennas, spots, legs, and trailing foot prints.   If you put wet paint on top of wet paint, don't mix the brushes (use the yellow brush for the yellow paint, and the black brush for the black paint).  (To get black paint, mix a little of all the darker colors together.)
Washing Instructions
Bags - When you need to wash the bags, wash them by hand in cold water and let them air dry.
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Shirts - When you need to wash the shirts, turn them inside out, and wash them in cold water on the gentle cycle.   Let them air dry.   Don't panic if you forget, and put them in the dryer.    I have accidentally dried them (as soon as I remembered, I took them out, slightly damp), and they were just fine.
Bandanas - Same as for the shirts.
[image: image19.jpg]


[image: image20.jpg]


Ornaments & Treasure Boxes – Check out our web page photos for great ideas.   Make Window Ornaments, Holiday Ornaments and special Treasure Boxes to give to those you love!   
Vacation Fun - Perfect to take on vacation, because everything you need is in the box.   Gather the kids around the table, and have a blast painting together.   We did!  
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Bags -  We like to make door-knob bags with the little ones.   Grandpa keeps his keys in one.   Any door-knob will do, in the home, office or car.   They also make great beach bags.
Shirts  - When the kid shirt is too small for wearing, make a memory pillow out of it.   Sew the sleeves and bottom, stuff through the neck, and then sew that closed. Or, let a favorite stuffed animal wear it forever.
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Extra Paint - You will probably have some paint left over after decorating everything in your Fun Kit.   So, choose something special and personalize it.  We decorated a nightgown for Grandma and the back of another shirt for Mom.
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Have a Great Time with the Kids in Your Life!

          NaurensBest.com
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